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SIU Scholars
IU Scholarship: Dr. Alireza Farshi Haghro
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he Société Internationale d’Urologie offers Training Schol-
rships for young doctors with basic surgical or urological
ualifications. The SIU Scholarships involve training in a
ecognized Urological center of excellence located in the can-
idate’s geographical region. These SIU-accredited centers
rovide an excellent environment for learning and, in many
nstances, hands-on experience, so that candidates may ac-
uire knowledge and skills that they will be able to transfer to
heir own setting of practice. In this series of short communi-
ations, SIU Scholars write about the impact that these train-
ng opportunities facilitated by the SIU had on their quality of
are and career development. Information about applying for an
IU Scholarship is available at http://www.siu-urology.org/.

I would like to express my sincerest thanks to the SIU
cholarship committee for the award that enabled me to
isit one of most famous laparoscopic urology centers in
urope from May to October 2006. I spent 6 months on
he SIU scholarship doing a course at the SLK Klinikum
n Heilbronn, Germany, which had a deep effect on my
nowledge of specialized urology and career.
The training program involved several steps, and ini-

ially, I practiced in the laboratory, using simulators to
earn how to handle laparoscopic instruments with both
ands under camera vision. After that, I progressed to the
peration theater and participated as second assistant
uring laparoscopic procedures. Then, I changed to first
ssistant and, finally, I performed some operations under
upervision.

The spectrum of my activities included advanced lapa-
oscopic procedures such as radical prostatectomy, simple
ephrectomy, partial and radical nephrectomy, simple
nd radical cystectomy (including reconstruction of neo-
ladder), pyeloplasty, ureterolysis, ureterovesical anasto-
osis, adrenalectomy, and PCNL.
When I returned to my country, I started laparoscopic

urgeries at my hospital. Many of my colleagues are
nterested in learning laparoscopic techniques and par-
icipating in surgeries. At present, we perform several
aparoscopic procedures in our department.

I would like to use this opportunity to make a sugges-
ion. I think that a 6-month scholarship and $5000

annot adequately provide for an education in new tech-
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iques such as laparoscopy. In my opinion, the scholar-
hip period should be 1 year, with an award of at least
20,000. Once again, I appreciate and thank the SIU
ery much for their support.

bbreviated CV. Dr. Alireza Farshi Haghro was born on
ugust 1, 1960, in Tabriz, Iran. He studied at the Tabriz
edical Sciences University from 1978 to 1987, and

raduated with an MD. He completed his postgraduate
ducation in urology at the Modarres Hospital, Beheshti
edical Sciences University, Tehran, and obtained the

ranian Board of Urology certification in 1997. He is a
ember of the Iranian Urological Society, the Iranian
ndourology Society, and the Société Internationale
’Urologie. He is the author of 15 articles published in
ranian journals and has presented 19 articles at urology
eetings.

Dr. Alireza Farshi Haghro, SIU Scholar

Alireza Farshi Haghro, SIU Scholar
E-mail: atfarshiar@yahoo.com

OLOGY 74: 721, 2009 • 0090-4295/09/$34.00 721
doi:10.1016/j.urology.2009.04.010

http://www.siu-urology.org/
mailto:atfarshiar@yahoo.com

